
MAYFLOWER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

A SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP
Sunday, February 26, 2023, 10:30 a.m.

First Sunday in Lent

Welcome and Greeting

Handbell Prelude:   "Abide With Me" (W. H. Monk, arr. Allen Bonde)

Opening Sentences

Hymn 456:  "God of Grace and God of Glory"

Opening Prayer

Anthem:  "Precious Lord, Take My Hand" (Joyce Merman and George N. Allen, arr. Roy Ringwald)

Giving and Receiving of Our Gifts
Doxology (Hymn 563)

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (using debts and debtors)

Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7
The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.  And the LORD God
commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’  Now the serpent was more crafty than
any other wild animal that the LORD God had made.  He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat
from any tree in the garden”?’  The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you
touch it, or you shall die.” ’  But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that when you
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’  So when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and
he ate.  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together and made loincloths for themselves.

Sermon:  "THE LIMITS OF FREEDOM"

Hymn 189:  "Before the Cross of Jesus"

Benediction

Benediction Response:  "Let Us Now Depart in Thy Peace"
Let us now depart in thy peace, blessed Jesus.  Send us to our homes with God's love in our hearts.  Let not
the busy world claim all our loyalties.  Keep us ever mindful, dear Lord, of Thee.

Greet One Another

Participants:  Pastor Mark and DeeAnn McCormick, Barb Fuller, Gail Sawyer, Chancel Choir, Mayflower Ringers








